BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL – Minutes

Minutes of the Annual Blackwell Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 at Blackwell Community Centre

PRESENT
Cllrs: Gascoyne (Chair), Newham (Vice Chair), Lee, Stocks, Hart, Poulter, Peters, Reynolds and Burrows 

ALSO PRESENT
K Poynter (Clerk)
Members of Public: 0

1699/2026	To Elect a Chairman for the Ensuing Year
		RESOLVED: to appoint Cllr Gascoyne as the Chair for the ensuring year
		Mover: Cllr Hart		Seconder: Cllr Burrows				Agreed

1700/2026	To Elect a Vice Chair for the Ensuing Year
		RESOLVED: to appoint Cllr Newham as the Vice Chair for the ensuing year
		Mover: Cllr Hart		Seconder: Cllr Newham				Agreed

1701/2026	To Receive Apologies for Absence	
RESOLVED: to accept apologies received from: Cllrs Renshaw (prior family commitment) and Hough (personal matters) 
		Mover: Cllr Lee			Seconder: Cllr Poulter	 		Agreed 

1702/2026	Declaration of Members Interests	
Interests to be declared as appropriate during the meeting. 

1703/2026	Public Speaking
a. No members of public were present.
b. It was noted that County Cllr Harvey hadn’t sent his apologies. 
c. RESOLVED: to defer any discussion on the Crime Figures to the June meeting.
Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Hart			Agreed 

1704/2026	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 13th April 2026
	RESOLVED: To approve the above minutes
	Mover: Cllr Hart			Seconder: Cllr Poulter			Agreed

1705/2026	To consider appointments to committee and review the Terms of Reference
RESOLVED: to keep the committee members as they currently stand and if anyone not present at this meeting wants to move committees, to bring it to the June meeting
· Finance & HR – Cllrs Poulter, Newham, Stocks and Burrows
· Parks, Floral & Events – Cllrs Stocks, Renshaw, Lee and Gascoyne
· Facilities – Cllrs Newham, Hart, Gascoyne, Poulter, Hough and Lee
· Charities – Cllrs Newham, Reynolds, Hart and Gascoyne
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne		Seconder: Cllr Hart			Agreed

1706/2026	To consider appointments to outside bodies
RESOLVED: to keep appointments to outside bodies as they currently stand and if anyone not present at this meeting wants to re-consider, to bring it to the June meeting
· Bolsover District Council Liaison Committee – Cllr Renshaw
· Newton and Blackwell Allotment and leisure Gardeners Association – Cllr Poulter
· Friends of Doe Hill County Park – Cllr Newham
Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne		Agreed

1707/2026	To Review and Adopt the following documents and policies:
		RESOLVED: to renew and adopt the following documents:
a. Standing Orders 
b. Financial Regulations 
c. Code of Conduct 
d. Complaints Procedure 
e. Risk Management Policy
f. Risk Management Risk Assessment 
g. Equal Opportunities Policy
h. Health and Safety Policy
i. Records Retention Policy
j. Publication Scheme 
k. Data Protection Policies including Data Breach Policy and the Privacy Notice
l. Press/Media Policy 
m. Employment Policies including Grievance Policy and Disciplinary Policy
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne		Seconder: Cllr Hart			Agreed

1708/2026	Chairman’s Announcements
	The Chair asked for issues on Pendean Close to be added to the next agenda

1709/2026	Report from the Clerk
The Clerk thanked the council for the additional support that they had given her and staff over the last six months, it is very much appreciated.

1710/2026	The impact of the formation of Derbyshire Unitary Council(s) on the Parish Council
RESOLVED: to defer any discussion on updates to the June meeting. 
Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Hart			Agreed

1711/2026	Finance and Governance Matters and Reports
a. Accounts for Payment
RESOLVED: to approve the payments lists
Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne		Agreed
b. Bank Balances
It was noted that the bank balances stand at: current account - £241,676.28 and the CCLA account - £32,529.57
c. End of Year Accounts
It was noted that the Clerk had an appointment with Rialtas on Tuesday morning, so the 2025/26 end of year reports would be ready for the next meeting. 
d. Bank Reconciliations
It was noted that the Bank Reconciliations were in progress and would be available for the June meeting
e. Signatories on the Bank Accounts
It was confirmed that Cllrs Poulter and Newham and the Clerk were signatories on the bank accounts.  
f. Internal Audit
It was noted that the Internal Auditor had kindly agreed to defer the next stage of the internal audit until the middle of May when the Clerk has hopefully caught up
g. External Audit
It was noted that information that needs approving for the Internal Audit would be brought to the June meeting
h. Asset Register
RESOLVED: to approve the asset register
Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne		Agreed
i. Insurance
It was confirmed that insurance is in place with Aviva via James Hallam
j. Arrangements with other local bodies
It was confirmed that Bolsover District Council would continue to be used for payroll services, grounds maintenance, playground inspections and legal advice (where applicable and available)
k. Subscription to DALC
It was confirmed that the council has renewed it’s annual subscription to Derbyshire Association of Local Authorities
l. Section 137 Expenditure
RESOLVED: to approve the report on S137 expenditure for the last financial year
Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Newham			Agreed
m. General Power of Competence
It was noted that the council doesn’t hold GPoC due to not having enough elected Councillors on the day that the Clerk became qualified. 
n. Funding report
RESOLVED: to defer looking at the funding report to the June meeting
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne		Seconder: Cllr Poulter			Agreed
o. Other Financial and Governance Updates
It was noted that there are no other current financial or governance updates 

1712/2026	Parish Buildings (LG(MP)A 1976 s19 / LGA 1894 s8(1)(i))
RESOLVED: to defer items covering parish buildings to the June meeting, with the exception of the items below:
 		Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne			Agreed
a. Corner Club
RESOLVED: that the lead contacts and signatories to appoint Brabners should be the Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair.
Mover: Cllr Hart		Seconder: Cllr Reynolds				Agreed
b. Woburn Close Development
It was noted that the road leading to the community centre would be closed for a couple of days later in May.
c. Designated Premises Supervisor
RESOLVED: that the report from the meeting with the DPS be discussed at the June meeting and that in the meantime, the Friday tea-time sessions could continue free of charge
Mover: Cllr Hart		Seconder: Cllr Reynolds				Agreed
d. Hire pricing request
RESOLVED: that Sing-along-with-Ellie would be charged at the community group rate as they are providing a service for people with dementia. 
Mover: Cllr Poulter			Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne		Agreed
e. Woburn Close
It was noted that Woburn House was looking fantastic and that they are offering dinners for £5 on a Thursday to members of the community.  
f. Corner Club
Cllr Newham reported that the Land Registry information for the Corner Club remained the same and that he had contacted Brabners and was going to send over the information he had gathered so far so they could make an assessment of the work that would be involved. 

1713/2026	Parks, Floral, Events and Other Outdoor Areas (LG(MP)A1976 s19(3)
RESOLVED: to defer items covering Parks, Floral, Events and Other Outdoor Areas to the June meeting, with the exception of the item below:
 		Mover: Cllr Gascoyne		Seconder: Cllr Newham			Agreed
a. Object in the Highway Request from HELP Group
Cllr Reynolds declared an interest in this item due to being a member of HELP Group
RESOLVED: that the council would apply for the appropriate Object in the Highway Licence for the HELP Group proposed Kingfisher statue they would like installed on a triangle of waste land on Oak Tree Road in Hilcote. An agreement would be drawn up between the council and HELP Group to say that they would cover all associated costs and maintenance. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne		Seconder: Cllr Newham			Agreed 

1714/2026	Planning Applications
		RESOLVED: to ratify that there were no objections to applications 26/0059/FUL or 26/00134/FUL
		Mover: Cllr Gascoyne		Seconder: Cllr Hart			Agreed

1715/2026	Communications (Newsletter LGA1972 s142(1A), Website – LGA1972s142)
It was noted that Cllr Reynolds had kindly offered to help people set up their official Blackwell-pc.gov.uk e-mail addresses. 

1716/2026	Staffing
It was noted that Cllrs Newham, Gascoyne, Stocks, Reynolds and Hart offered to help with park duties (including inspections) during the last week in May when the Parish Ranger is on leave. 
RESOLVED: to approve to accept the offer that D Bullock take over weekend community centre opening and closing duties from M Bullock 
Mover: Cllr Poulter		Seconder: Cllr Burrows			Agreed
	
1717/2026	Date and Time of Next Meeting
RESOLVED: to approve the following meeting schedule for the next year and to discuss the date for the Annual Parish Meeting at the June meeting
· Monday 1st June 2026 – 7pm, Hilcote Community Centre
· Monday 6th July 2026 – 7pm, Newton Community Centre
· AUGUST – no meeting
· Monday 7th September 2026 – 7pm, Blackwell Community Centre	
· Monday 5th October 2025 – 7pm, Westhouses Primary School
· Monday 2nd November 2026 – 7pm, Hilcote Community Centre
· Monday 7th December 2025 – 7pm, Newton Community Centre
· Monday 11th January 2027 (deferred a week) – 7pm, Blackwell Community Centre
· Monday 1st February 2027 – 7pm, Westhouses Primary School
· Monday 1st March 2027 – 7pm, Hilcote Community Centre
· Monday 5th April 2027 – 7pm, Newton Community Centre
· Monday 10th May 2027 – 7pm, Blackwell Community Centre
Mover: Cllr Hart			Seconder: Cllr Newham			Agreed



The meeting closed at 7.25pm
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Chairman’s Signature: ________________________________     Date:______________________
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Blackwell Parish Council

Invoices to be paid
April 2026 Parish Council Meeting
Date Vendor Invoice Detail NETT VAT TOTAL __PAD Method
21/04/2026 A2R Electrical Services td _fault on BCC sockets 5000 1000 60.00 29/04/2026 BACS
23/03/2026 DW Trees tree husbandry on Charnwood and Westhouses 780.00 780.00 29/04/2026 BACS
07/04/2026 Roe Clean window cleaning 59.00 59.00 14/04/2026 BACS
09/04/2026 Sharp photocopier copit 25.00 5.00 30.00 oD
13/04/2026 Syston Doors Annual shutter service HCC CP 26500 5300  318.00
27/04/2026 Bolsover District Council  staff costs April 2026 9,349.10 9,349.10 29/04/2026 BACS
28/04/2026 Bullock Weekend Opening April 26 128.00 128.00 29/04/2026 BACS
27/04/2026 K Poynter reimbursement for refreshments annual parish meeting 15.54 15.50
20/04/2026 Civic Pride lampposttesting 89250 17850  1,071.00 29/04/2026 BACS
01/04/2026 Rialtas annual subscri 1917.00  383.40  2,300.40 29/04/2026 BACS
01/04/2026 DALC annual subscri 144145 144145 29/04/2026 BACS
27/05/2026 C&L Janitorial cleaning supplies 13767 2753 16520
15/04/2026 Names Website Builder (monthlky sub) 19.99 4.00 23.99] 15/04/2026 card
15/04/2026 AVG antivirus subscription 7082 1417 84,99 15/04/2026 card
30/04/2026 Wholesale Office Supplies paper, pens 4196 8.40 50.36
08/05/2026 Clarkes April cemetery cut 670.00 670.00

TOTALS 15,863.03  684.00 16,547.03





