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Minutes of Blackwell Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 6th October 2025 at Blackwell Community 
Centre 
 
PRESENT 
Cllrs: Gascoyne, Newham, Lee, Stocks, Hart, Hough, and Peters  
 
ALSO PRESENT 
K Poynter (Clerk) 
C Moesby (Bolsover District Council) 
Members of Public: 10 
 
1582/2025 To Receive Apologies for Absence  

RESOLVED: to accept apologies received from: Cllrs Ranshaw (prior family commitment); Poulter 
(brass band has a concert); Reynolds (work commitments) and Burrows (illness) 

  Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Stocks    Agreed 
 
1583/2025 Variation of Order of Business (if required) 

To be decided upon as appropriate during the meeting.  
 
1584/2025 Declaration of Members Interests  

Interests to be declared as appropriate during the meeting.  
 
1585/2025 Public Speaking 

a. Atlas Gym are hoping to turn the chapel opposite Hilcote Community Centre into their new home 
and representatives from the gym, the owners of the building and a planning consultant were in 
attendance to speak about the project. The building is officially a ‘non designated heritage asset’, 
so the plan is to upgrade it without changing it. It will be open between 8am and 9pm on 
weekdays and 8am-12noon on weekends. They are currently trying to purchase the land behind 
the building for parking but aren’t having much luck at the moment. One of the reasons for 
attending the meeting was to work with the council and the charity to find a way forward for 
something that would be of benefit to the community both in terms of saving an important building 
and the provision it will offer to residents.  
 

RESOLVED: to vary the order of business and bring forward item 12d where there was to be a discussion about the 
chapel and the car parking situation 
Mover: Cllr Hart  Seconder: Cllr Hough   Agreed 

 
Two members of the public spoke about the planning application to turn some garages on 
Alfreton Road in Blackwell into flats – the plans have been re-submitted but nothing has changed. 
The council hasn’t had notification of the changes yet. It was suggested that if a planning 
committee was required, he would be able to represent that need. It was noted that valid planning 
reasons would be needed to oppose the development.  

 
1586/2025 Variation of Order of Business – the Chapel at Hilcote 

RESOLVED: that the project is both good for the building and the community and could also provide a 
chance for Highways to re-evaluate the exit onto the main road for safety. The council supports the 
initiative and is happy to co-ordinate with Altas regarding car park usage and the best times that 
space will be available. The Clerk to contact user groups to find out what their usage is and how much 
space would be available when groups are in.  
Mover: Cllr Stocks  Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agreed 

  
b. County and District Councillors 

District Councillor Moesby reported that Dragonfly Developments will be taken back into Bolsover 
District Council, they are making sure that staff are moved over correctly. There is currently a 
disagreement between Derbyshire County Council and Derby City Council about how Amber 
Valley District should be split to form the two north and south unitary councils. The final decision 
needs to be submitted by 5th November and if it’s not made by then, the government will make it.  
From 1st April 2026, there will be a caddy for the bin to collect waste food. It is arranged through 
the county council and is linked to government legislation. More money has been allocated to help 
reduce the carbon footprint of homes across Derbyshire. There is a small pot of grant money 
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remaining with the District Councillors if any community groups need anything. Funding at the 
council will be made clear once the budget has been announced. The garages at Pendean close 
have been put up for auction as it is not viable for the district council to develop that site as rent 
levels are determined by recoupling money to pay back any loan within fifty years.  

c. Crime Figures 
It was noted that the crime figures report showed that Newton had been affected by crime most in 
recent months.  
  

1587/2025 To Confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1st September 2025  
RESOLVED: to approve the above minutes with the one amendment that item 1571/2025 should read 
‘show’ not ‘who’ 

  Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agreed  
 
1588/2025 Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chair noted that there had been an increase in damage on play areas in the parish – the most 
recent being an item on the play area on Scanderlands. It was agreed that the PCSO should be 
contacted to ask for more patrols and Bolsover District Council be contacted to remove the broken 
item.   

 
1589/2025 Report from the Clerk 

The Clerk reminded members that Community Defibrillator Training is available on Thursday 16th 
October, 6pm at Blackwell Community Centre and that it is free for anyone who is interested. Anyone 
interested should contact the Admin Assistant.  

 
1590/2025 To Consider any Updates on the Unitary Council Situation 

It was noted that there are no significant updates but that the council should be prepared in terms of 
assets and who owns what, when the times comes for negotiation.  

 
1591/2025 Finance and Governance Reports and Matters 

b. Finance & HR Committee  
It was noted that the next Finance & HR Committee meeting has been moved to Wednesday 22nd 
October, 5pm at Blackwell Community Centre 

c. Payments 
RESOLVED: to approve the payments for September and upcoming October payments known so 
far 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hough  Agreed  

d. Bank Balances  
It was noted that as of today, the bank balances stand at:  
£291.390.53 in the Co-op Account and £7,256.14 in the CCLA account.  

e. External Audit  
It was noted that the external auditor has been passed with no comments.  

f. Internal Audit for 2025/26 
RESOLVED: to appoint DALC as the Internal Auditor for 2025/26 for £478 
Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Lee  Agreed 

 
RESOLVED: to vary the order of business and bring forward item 16a where there was to be a discussion about 
Allport Terrace 
Mover: Cllr Stocks  Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agree 
 
1592/2025 Variation of Order of Business – Allport/Alport Terrace 

Cllr Hart reported that the people he had been dealing with at Bolsover District Council (BDC) had 
been very supportive and everyone e was interested in changing Alport back to Allport. Letters had 
been sent to residents of the terrace to let them know about the research and outcomes and how the 
name changing back would impact them. A resident spoke about how they fully approved of the 
changes but that they were concerned about how many documents would have to be changed as a 
result – particularly how to change the title deeds and whether a lawyer would be needed. It was 
agreed that Cllr Hart would go back to BDC and check about the Land Registry.  

 
g. Insurance Renewal  
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RESOLVED: to accept the decision from the Finance & HR Committee members to go with 
James Hallam Brokers who recommended Aviva at £5,973.99 and for it to be delegated to the 
Clerk and staff to source and purchase the most suitable IT equipment for the Parish Ranger to 
undertake weekly playground checks.  
Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed  

h. Funding Report 
Updates on funding applications were noted including: the bricks being on order for the wall at the 
cricket ground and that work is expected to start in November; the Lottery bid is ongoing and 
currently waiting for more responses from the survey;  the MIND Funding for mental health 
projects was unsuccessful as there was a pot of £158,000 and £837,734.41 worth of bids; and 
Titanic Brewery was unsuccessful but can apply again 

i. Other Financial and Governance Updates 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Lee join the Parks Floral & Events Committee 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

 
1593/2025 Parish Buildings (LG(MP)A 1976 s19 / LGA 1894 s8(1)(i)) 

a. Facilities Committee 
RESOLVED: To accept the following recommendations from the Parish Facilities Committee: 

i. Installation of garage locks on garage at Blackwell Community Centre for £420 with an 
additional security measure for £95 

ii. Fix and replace the locks on the shutter at Blackwell Community Centre 
iii. Cllr Hough to assess the boiler needs at Newton Community Centre 
iv. The Parish Ranger to re-point a section of wall at Newton Community Centre 
v. That R Collins undertake the fire alarm and emergency lighting tests for the year 
vi. That Cllr Gascoyne contact the intruder alarm company to ask about codes 
vii. That the football teams be told that a Councillor will inspect the pavilions at the end of 

each season for cleanliness and privileges will be removed if there are issues 
viii. To tighten up security at the centres with regards to key holders, access, DBS checks etc.  
ix. That R Walkington be approved to open and close at Hilcote Community Centre, and 
x. Agree specifications for the lottery bid for Blackwell Community Centre 

Agreed 
b. Repairs Report 

It was noted that staff were monitoring the alarm at Newton Community Centre and think that they 
have found the source of the trigger, that the socket in Blackwell Community Centre kitchen has 
been repaired and that Cllr Hough had been out to Blackwell Community Centre at the weekend 
to sort an emergency leak that had extended across the whole car park (for no charge). 

c. To consider a proposal from the Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) 
RESOLVED: to respond to the DPS that: the council is unable to outlay any money at the 
moment for additional equipment requests, but some items could be included on the bid for 
funding for the refurbishment of Blackwell Community Centre; that the volume of the karaoke 
would be a factor; bingo is already offered by two other groups, so that might split an audience; 
information on TV licences for bars would be sent over; background music was already being 
organised with PPLPRS by staff; that bands/events would be at their discretion; food was a great 
idea to get people in, they would just have to check their insurance covers them for venues other 
than mobile catering and that they might need to undergo a hygiene inspection for the kitchen and 
apply for a gambling licence for a raffle etc., depending on the type of raffle - this could be 
checked with the district council.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agreed 

d. Woburn Close Development 
RESOLVED: that it be approved that the oak tree be moved to the grass area in front of the 
community centre 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart   Agreed 
It was also noted that the company demolishing Woburn House did a commendable job and the 
jets to keep the dust down was appreciated.  

e. Burglaries around the development site 
There was a discussion about the burglaries that had taken place on Blackwell Allotments, a shed 
on the community centre site and the development site. Disappointment was expressed that the 
police hadn’t seemed to have done anything about it. 

f. Corner Club  
It was noted that research was ongoing  



BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL – Minutes 
 

 
Chairman’s Signature: ________________________________     Date:______________________ 

 
195 

g. Pat Testing 
RESOLVED: to purchase a pat testing kit for the Parish Ranger for around £350. 
Mover: Cllr Hart  Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne  Agreed  

h. Other updates: 
Cllr Gascoyne agreed to test the wall at Newton Community Centre for cables ready for the 
installation of the Recreate the Streets artwork. 
It was noted that the fire service had been out to look at Hilcote Community Centre one Sunday 
when a group was in, but they hadn’t fed anything back to the office. 

 
1594/2025 Parks, Floral, Events and other Outdoor Areas (LG(MP)A1976 s19(3) / PHAAA 1907 s.76(1)) 

a. To consider urgent items that would normally be taken to the Parks, Floral and Events Committee  
i. Newton Christmas Tree 

RESOLVED: to approve the purchase of a tree from Carrwood Farm for £450 including delivery, 
and if they were unable to deliver, to fall back to the second lowest quote.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 
It was noted that staff were still waiting for a quote to give an idea of what would be needed to 
install a permanent tree. 

ii. Christmas lights for Hilcote 
RESOLVED: to aid HELP Group in the purchase a new set of Christmas lights for their tree. The 
price was thought to be around £350 and they have an idea of what they would like. The Clerk to 
liaise with the Chair once some more research had been undertaken to get a good price.  
Mover: Cllr Newham  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed  

iii. P&D Services 
It was agreed to request an itemised quote from P&D Services for the installation of the Christmas 
Lights and to include the installation of the tree lights at Hilcote to see how much that would cost.  

iv. Flags 
RESOLVED: following research into when flags should be flown on government buildings, to fly 
the Union Jack during the Remembrance commemorations 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 

v. Remembrance 
RESOLVED: to reimburse St Werburgh’s for refreshments for the Remembrance Service and that 
staff assess the wreaths and the condition to determine the purchase of replacements.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 
RESOLVED: to invite the schools to participate in the minutes silence at the village flags on 
Tuesday 11th November at 11am and that Cllr Newham would say something at Newton, Cllr 
Stocks would say something at Westhouses and Cllr Hough would say something at Blackwell.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 
RESOLVED: to offer poppy sponsorship at £10 per two poppies on a single lamppost for £10 with 
all donations going to the Royal British Legion 
Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 

vi. Carol Service 
RESOLVED: to reimburse St Werburgh’s for refreshments for the Carol Service that was being 
arranged in partnership with the council 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed  

vii. Licences for Objects in the Highway 
RESOLVED: to help local groups apply for licences for objects in the highway with Derbyshire 
County Council where applications can’t be directly from the community group but can come from 
the council.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Stocks  Agreed 
viii. Annual Parish Meeting 

It was noted that the date for the Annual Parish Meeting would be Monday 27th April at Newton 
Community Centre 

ix. Winter Planting 
It was noted that the winter flowers had already been planted  
RESOLVED: to delegate approval for Christmas lights for the small trees to the Chair 
Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Stocks  Agreed 

b. Trees 
It was noted that the requested tree work had been undertaken 

c. Walking football 
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It was noted that the additional walking football sessions had been booked at £50 each and that it 
had been suggested that it might be better for the group to merge with the Pinxton group as they 
have better facilities for winter sessions.  

d. Activities for young people 
It was agreed that a survey in the next newsletter would ask what kind of provision for young 
people would be used. 

 
RESOLVED: to suspend Standing Orders as the meeting was close to running over time 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne   Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agreed 
 

e. North/South Street Allotments 
It was noted that the gates to the North/South Street Allotments were purchased by and belong to 
Blackwell Parish Council 

f. Friends of Doe Hill 
Cllr Newham reported on events Doe Hill – the last grass and hedge cuts of the year were being 
undertaken, that there was a sense of disappointment that Blackwell Parish Council was the only 
council to be represented at the management meetings, but that the site is looking good.  

 
There were conversations pertaining to the charities, planning applications, newsletter, highways, allotments and 
staffing. 
 
RESOLVED: to reinstate Standing Orders 
Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Stocks    Agreed 
 
1595/2025 Charity Updates (LGA1972 bs139(1)) 

a. Royal Oak Meadow (ROM) 
RESOLVED: following the setting up of a meeting that included Bolsover District Council, HELP 
Group and the Parish Council/Hilcote Miners Welfare and Community Centre Charity on Monday 
20th October, that the Parish Council would fully support HELP Group. 
Mover: Cllr Hough  Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne  Agreed 

b. Cricket Club Boundary Wall 
It was noted that there was no date to start work on the Cricket Club Boundary Wall. 

c. Trees at Hilcote Community Centre 
It was noted that staff are still trying to work out who is responsible for the pathway so something 
can be done about the trees that are disrupting the front of the community centre 

 
1596/2025 To consider Planning Reports 

RESOLVED: to support the decision of the planning officer regarding application 25/00387/TPO 
To ratify that there were no objections to 25/00303/TCON 
Mover: Cllr Hough  Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne   Agreed 
It was noted that the council still objects to the building of flats where the garages are on Alfreton 
Road in Blackwell 

 
1597/2025 To consider correspondence received 
  It was noted that the DALC newsletter had been sent out to Councillors 

 
1598/2025 Communications (LGA1972 s142) 

It was noted that the next parish newsletter was due to be sent to the printers on 15th October and that 
it was expected to be out in time for Remembrance.  

 
1599/2025  Highways 

Cllr Hart updated that a new bus company had taken on the 143 route through Hilcote and they were 
on time in an encouraging start. 

 
1600/2025 Allotments (SH&AA 1908 s23) 

RESOLVED: to delegate to the Finance & HR Committee the decision about the rent charges for the 
Allotment Association.  
Mover: Cllr Hough  Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne   Agreed 

 
1601/2025 Staffing 
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a. New Key Holder 
RESOLVED: Resolved to accept R Walkington as the new evening key holder for Hilcote 
Community Centre and to use the same service level agreement as the other key holders.  
Mover: Cllr Hough  Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne   Agreed 

b. Clerk Appraisal 
RESOLVED: That Cllrs Gascoyne and Newham would undertake the Clerk Appraisal on 
Thursday 23rd October at 4pm. 
Mover: Cllr Hough  Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne   Agreed 
  

1602/2025 Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Monday 3rd November 2025, 7pm at Hilcote Community Centre 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.14pm 
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