BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL — Minutes

Minutes of Blackwell Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15t December 2025 at Newton Community

Centre

PRESENT

ClIrs: Gascoyne (Chair), Newham (Vice Chair), Renshaw, Lee, Stocks, Hart, and Reynolds

ALSO PRESENT

K Poynter (Clerk)

Clir D Harvey (Derbyshire County Council)
Members of Public: 1

1630/2025 To Receive Apologies for Absence
RESOLVED: to accept apologies received from: Clirs Poulter (prior band commitment); Hough (NBFC
commitment), Peters (prior family commitment) and Burrows (iliness)
Mover: Cllir Renshaw Seconder: Clir Newham Agreed by All
1631/2025 Variation of Order of Business (if required)
To be decided upon as appropriate during the meeting.
1632/2025 Declaration of Members Interests
Interests to be declared as appropriate during the meeting.
1633/2025 Public Speaking
a. A member of public spoke about the generators across from Martins being an eyesore. It was
thought that they belong to National Grid and part of the planning application included screening.
b. County and District Councillors
Clir Harvey updated that a new CEO has been appointed to Derbyshire County Council — Neil
Crittenden, who is coming from Alton Towers. Repairs on potholes continues and the council is
currently liaising with JCB (which is a Derbyshire company) on a trial for new machinery. Over the
last few years there has been a lot of films made at locations in Derbyshire, so there is currently a
push to bring more film companies into the county and there seems to be interest — it would also
bring in additional jobs. Planning was turned down for a HMO in Bolsover. A new document will
be coming out soon, that highlights everything that the county council has been doing. Clir Stocks
followed up on a question asked by Clir Poulter at a previous meeting regarding the closure of
adult education centres and the response was that it is with regret that they have had to make the
cuts and they hope that one day the decision can be reversed. Clir Harvey said that he would
chase Highways to find out whether anything has been learned about the trees along the pathway
outside Hilcote Community Centre.
Clir Moesby sent his apologies
c. Crime Figures
It was noted that there were no crime figures for Newton.
1634/2025 To Confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 10" November 2025 and
the Budget meeting held on Monday 24" November 2025
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes of the above meetings
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Newham Agreed by All
1635/2025 Chairman’s Announcements
Clir Gascoyne thanked the council for a great year and everything they have achieved.
1636/2025 Report from the Clerk
The Clerk thanked the Council for answering staff calls for help and input as it was much appreciated.
1637/2025 To Consider any Updates on the Unitary Council Situation
It was noted that there was nothing new to report and that there is no point speculating what may or
may not happen until there is any additional information on or confirmation of any of the scenarios that
have been spoken about.
Clir Hart agreed to attend the Liaison Forum Meeting on Monday 8t December at the Derbyshire
County Council Chambers.
Chairman’s Signature: Date:
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1638/2025 Finance and Governance Reports and Matters
b. Payments
RESOLVED: to approve the payments list
Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Reynolds Agreed by All
¢. Bank Balances
It was noted that as of today, the bank balances stand at:
£265,426.29 in the Co-op Account and £7,280.14 in the CCLA account.
d. Freedom of Information Policy
RESOLVED: to adopt the Freedom of Information Policy
Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Renshaw Agreed by All
e. Funding Reports
RESOLVED: to remove parish tidy up (hire of skips) from the funding priorities list and to delegate
the setting of the funding priorities for 2026/27 to the Finance & HR Committee
Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: ClIr Lee Agreed by All

1639/2025 Parish Buildings (LG(MP)A 1976 s19 / LGA 1894 s8(1)(i))

a. Repairs Report
The list of plumbing, electrical, repair and servicing jobs was noted. In addition, it was mentioned
that there are lights that need replacing in the two storage rooms at Blackwell Community Centre.
RESOLVED: that due to the number of issues and the difficulty staff were having getting anyone
to respond, to price up a service plan with a commercial plumber
Mover: Clir Hart Seconder: Clir Renshaw Agreed by All
RESOLVED: due to time restraints and that some work needs to be urgently undertaken before
Christmas, that if quotes come in for the urgent work, that they be approved between the Clerk
with the Chair or Vice Chair depending on who is available.
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne Seconder: ClIr Lee Agreed by All
RESOLVED: to go with ASI for alarm testing for now until a solution can be found to be able to
access the alarms and get further quotes.
Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Renshaw Agreed by All

b. Christmas Closure
Clirs Newham, Gascoyne and Hart (along with the Clerk) agreed to be the emergency contacts
for the parish buildings over the Christmas period.

c. In Post Proposal
It was noted that staff were still waiting for the additional information requested

d. Window Cleaner
RESOLVED: to trial Roe Windows as they came in with the cheapest quote.
Mover: Cllr Reynolds Seconder: Clir Renshaw Agreed buy All

e. Woburn Close Development
It was noted that there is an open day at Woburn House on Monday 8t December 2025.

f.  Corner Club
Clir Newham updated that he had been in touch with Hardwick Solicitors, but they had no
experience of corporate trusteeship. The suggestion was to put in an FOI into the Land Registry
to see what that would reveal, if anything.
RESOLVED: to contact the people named on the last publicly available records to enquire as to
whether they have any information
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne Seconder: ClIr Hart Agreed by All
RESOLVED: to contact Brabners solicitors for their advice as they set up the agreement between
the parish council and CISWO regarding Hilcote Community Centre, Blackwell Cricket Ground
and Royal Oak Meadow.
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne Seconder: ClIr Stocks Agreed by All

g. Other building related updates:
RESOLVED: that the artwork recently worked on by Greater Creative should be screwed into the
wall at Newton Community Centre rather than glued to preserve it if the hall ever gets
redecorated.
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Reynolds Agreed by All

1640/2025 Parks, Floral, Events and other Outdoor Areas (LG(MP)A1976 s19(3) / PHAAA 1907 s.76(1))
a. Activities for young people
It was noted that there were still only a couple of responses to the survey asking what young
people would like to do in the parish. Staff intend to push the survey again after Christmas.

Chairman’s Signature: Date:
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b.

Christmas updates

It was noted that the Clerk is currently writing a risk assessment for the Carol Service and safety
measures suggest that a full band from Unity Concert Band might not be possible. The risk
assessment will be shared with St Werburgh’s Church and Unity Concert Band.

Thanks were noted to the community groups who have put on Christmas Fairs as they have done
a fantastic job. It was also noted that some of the lights put up in Blackwell need adjusting.
Land Screening near Martins

RESOLVED: to contact Derbyshire County Council to ask whether it would be possible to screen
the land on the trail side of the Martins site with trees to improve the view — especially as there
are lots of tree planting projects at the moment.

Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: ClIir Reynolds Agreed by All
Chesterfield to Willington Pylon Route

It was noted that the Clerk had contacted DALC who had suggested contacting South Windfield
Parish Council, which had been done. Clir Renshaw said that she would also send through any
information that she receives.

Request to change two names that have been reported as being incorrect on the Newton
Memorial

It has been reported that two names on Newton War Memorial that have been spelt incorrectly.
RESOLVED: that as there is no money in the budget to replace the slabs and that they were
updated 10-15 years ago, to write to the people reporting the names to thank them for bringing
them to the attention of the council, and to suggest that they contact the War Graves Commission
to ask for their advice.

Mover: Cllir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Newham Agreed by All

Request to create a memorial to the local Miners who lost their lives

It was noted that BRAG is already planning a memorial to those who lost their lives at A and B
Winning sites to go alongside the anvil at the wheel in Blackwell.

Servicing of outdoor equipment

It was noted that the council had previously agreed that the mower would be serviced by SJP as
they had replaced the engine.

RESOLVED: To accept the quote from Mansfield Garden Machinery (£130 for service and
additional for parts if needed) to service the leaf blower and brush cutter.

Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Renshaw Agreed by All

Updates on other outdoor areas

RESOLVED: to photograph the trees needing attention on Westhouses Recreation Ground and at
the front of the allotment site on Littlemoor Lane and seek quotes for work

Mover: Cllr Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Hart Agreed by All
RESOLVED: following complaints of someone damaging the football pitches on Scanderlands
Recreation Ground with petrol remote controlled cars, to put up signs saying that no petrol
vehicles allowed.

Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Reynolds Agreed by All

Friends of Doe Hill Park

Clir Newham reported that there are still problems with fly tipping and the cost to the group get
items removed. A health and safety inspection was undertaken last week and the path will need
sorting next spring.

1642/2025 Charity Updates (LGA1972 bs139(1))
a. Trees adjacent to Hilcote Community Centre
A representative from Bolsover District Council has been out to take a look and repeated that the
stretch of path in question isn’t under district responsibilities. It was suggested if there is no
resolution soon, then legal advice could be sought.
b. Hilcote Charity Accounts
The Clerk reported that the additional information requested from accountants wasn’t feasible and
so the suggestion was that a disclaimer was put on the opening balance.
RESOLVED: to approve the disclaimer and asking for a layout for the accounts going forwards,
and to accept going ahead with the next years accounts if they are interested, because of the
short time frame.
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne Seconder: ClIr Stocks Agreed by All
1643/2025 To consider Planning Reports
Chairman’s Signature: Date:
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1644/2025

1645/2025

1646/2025

1647/2025

1648/2025

1649/2025

1650/2025

It was noted that a second planning meeting has been called for Wednesday 10t December to
discuss the proposal; for flats on the garage site at Alfreton Road in Blackwell.

To consider correspondence received
It was noted that the DALC newsletter, Mayors Transport Plan Consultation and Bolsover District
Council Tree and Woodland Consultation had been sent out to Councillors

Communications (LGA1972 s142)

a. Newsletter

RESOLVED: to accept the proposed timetable for the three newsletter in the next year,

Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Hart Agreed by All

b. Website and e-mail addresses

There was a discussion regarding potential website addresses for swapping to a .gov.uk domain.
RESOLVED: That Clir Reynolds be delegated to look at the information received regarding moving to
a .gov.uk domain, upgrading the website and arranging corresponding e-mails (including for all
Councillors)

Mover: Clir Gascoyne Seconder: Clir Hart Agreed by All

Highways

ClIr Hart reported that the unveiling of the new Allport Terrace sign is due to take place on Friday 12t
December and that Westhouses Primary School will be involved and that the local bus services were
currently running as they should be.

Allotments (SH&AA 1908 s23)
RESOLVED: that the rates for the allotments remain the same for this year.
Mover: Cllir Gascoyne Seconder: ClIr Stocks Agreed by All

Training
It was noted that the Clerk had contacted DALC for a quote for training on planning for the full council
and was just waiting for a price.

Staffing
It was noted that there were no staffing issues to report.

Date and Time of Next Meeting
Monday 12t January 2026, 7pm at Blackwell Community Centre

The meeting closed at 8.50pm

Chairman’s Signature: Date:
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Blackwell Parish Council
Invoices Due for Payment |November Parish Council Meeting
Date Vendor Invoice Detail NETT VAT TOTAL NOTES
18/09/2025| Screwfix finger guard 16.66 3.33 19.99 DD 1st Nov
31/10/2025| Allstar fuel 68.49 13.70 82.18 DD
11/11/2025 K Poynter / Amazon tablet cover for Parish Ranger 16.14 16.14 paid 11/11/25
08/11/2025|Hargan outside light for BCC 105.00 105.Unjpaid 11/11/25
03/11/2025|Walkington HCC evening opening 120.00 120.00 paid 11/11/25
31/10/2025|Clarkes Cemetery Services  |October Churchyard maintenance 660.00 660.00 paid 11/11/25
05/11/2025|Chaplins balance for panto 916.00| 183.20 1,099.20 paid 11/11/25
20/10/2025|The Lockshop garage and bar locks BCC 677.00| 135.40 312.40'paid 11/11/25
13/10/2025 | Bolsover District Council dog/litter bin emptying jul-sept 588.00| 118.60 717.60 paid 11/11/25
21/10/2025|Bolsover District Council Annual playground inspections 455.00 91.00  546.00 paid 11/11/25
24/10/2025|Bolsover District Council staff costs October 9,208.93 9,208.93 paid 11/11/25
14/11/2025 | Microsoft e-mail subscription 9.90 1.98 11.88 Paid Card
14/11/2025 | Microsoft Office 365 subscription 104.99 104.99 Paid Card
18/11/2025|Clear Amber Guttering brackets NCC 19.70 19.70 Paid Card
18/11/2025|Websparky LED tube HCC x 2 45.96 45,96 Paid Card
11/11/2025|Bolsover District Council loan repayment 92.44 92.44 DD
24/10/2025|Heathcote October Bamford St Warden 60.00 60.00 paid 21/11/25
31/10/2025|0Online Playgrounds wetpour 94.17 18.83  113.00 paid 21/11/25
15/10/2025|PPLPRS Music licence NCC 652.49| 130.50  782.99 paid 21/11/25
21/11/2025 | Bissell bissell power wash compact pet 99.99 99.99 Paid Card
06/11/2025|Water Plus Water NCC October 108.74 108.74 DD
15/11/2025|Allstar fuel 69.96 13.99 83.95 DD
24/11/2025|Amazon A3 wallets. Batteries, 15.66 15.66 card
24/11/2025 Names SMTP access renewal 46.99 9.40/ 56.36 card
24/11/2025 Amazon teaurn 66.98 66.98 card
24/11/2025|Plumbing Force emergency plumber NCC 200.00 40.000  240.00 card
25/11/2025|D Sturt Newton Christmas Tree 450.00 450.00 paid 25/11/25
08/11/2025|Water Plus Water October HCC 153.10 153.10 DD
24/11/2025|Amazon sanding disks, label maker, lanyards, clock, paintbrushes, 60.41 60.41 card
08/10/2025|Sharp photocopier copies 25.00 5.00 30.00 DD
07/11/2025|Sharp photocopier copies 37.42| 7.48  44.90 DD
07/11/2025|C4&L Janitorial towels, detergent, bin bags 85.11 17.02.  102.13
14/11/2025|Wholesale Office Supplies paper, year planners, diaries, drawing pins, blu-tack 43.71 8.75 52.46
27/11/2025|Gls 9 xchristmas lights 26.91 ' 26.91 card
28/10/2025|PDM Winter newsletter printing 586.00 586.00) paid 28/11/25
30/10/2025|PASS pat tester 354.00 70.80  424.80 paid 28/11/25
28/11/2025|Stage Depot Curtainrail NCC 263.37 5267 316.04
23/10/2025|B&Q mortar gun, mortar, keys 34.52 4.48 39.00 DD 1st Dec
20/10/2025|Screwfix locking hasp and staple 8.32 167 9.99 DD 1st Dec
13/10/2025|Screwfix LED light 18.32 366 21.98 DD 1st Dec
02/10/2025|Screwfix knife blades 3.98 0.80 4.78 DD 1st Dec
02/10/2025|Screwfix bucket, knife, trowel, mixer, gloves 32.49 6.53' 39.02'DD 1st Dec
30/11/2025|Bullock Woeekend open & Closing 224.00 " 224.00]
29/11/2025|Hargan foyer light and exterior bulkhead light Scanderlands 180.00 180.00
01/12/2025|ASI Alarm maintenance & Service charge HCC 135.00 27.00  162.00
01/12/2025|ASI Alarm maintenance & Service charge NCC 135.00 27.00  162.00
01/12/2025|ASI Alarm maintenance & Service charge BCC 135.00 27.00 162.00
17,520.85(1,020.79 18,541.64
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